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PRESS RELEASE 

 

 

Is Anyone Listening?  

Top PUMA ambassadors discuss racism in online video 

 

Herzogenaurach, Germany, August 20, 2020 – Sports company PUMA has brought together three of 

its best-known ambassadors, Formula 1 Champion Lewis Hamilton, Olympian Tommie Smith and football 

legend Thierry Henry, to have an honest conversation about racism.  

 

More than 50 years ago, when Tommie Smith raised his fist on the podium of the 1968 Olympic Games, he 

risked everything to stand up for universal equality. At a time when racism and police brutality against 

minorities once again dominate the headlines, the panel of PUMA athletes talk about their experiences with 

racism, activism and their hopes for the future.  

 

The topic of the talk is “Is Anyone Listening?”, a quote by Tommie Smith in which he expressed his disbelief 

that so many years after his silent protest on the Olympic podium, racism was still an issue around the 

world.   

 

“At some point, people didn’t see my color anymore because I was playing football,” Thierry Henry explains 

during the discussion. “When I went somewhere where people didn’t recognize me, my color came back.”  

 

Six-time Formula 1 World Champion Lewis Hamilton also talks about his experience as the only black 

driver in the predominantly white world of Formula 1, while Tommie Smith outlines his vision for an 

inclusive future. 

 

“We knew it was imperative to highlight the stories of our athletes and ambassadors and bring them 

together to exchange personal stories, ideas for change, and educate the wider community,” said Adam 



  

 

                                                                   Page 2 
 

Petrick, Global Director of Brand and Marketing.  “We’re thrilled to give some of our most accomplished 

athletes a platform to discuss the impact they have made as activists in their respective sport.”    

  

Through its #REFORM platform, PUMA is giving its brand ambassadors the chance to talk about causes 

and to encourage conversations around issues such as universal equality. 

 

The full video of this talk will be available to watch online on PUMA’s Youtube and Instagram TV channels 

beginning August 20.  You can access it on https://youtu.be/m_d7bQV4xeQ  

 

 

Media Contact: 

 

Kerstin Neuber - Corporate Communications - PUMA SE - +49 9132 81 2984 – kerstin.neuber@puma.com 

 
 

PUMA 
 
PUMA is one of the world’s leading sports brands, designing, developing, selling and marketing footwear, apparel and 

accessories. For more than 70 years, PUMA has relentlessly pushed sport and culture forward by creating fast products for the 

world’s fastest athletes. PUMA offers performance and sport-inspired lifestyle products in categories such as Football, Running 

and Training, Basketball, Golf, and Motorsports. It collaborates with renowned designers and brands to bring sport influences 

into street culture and fashion. The PUMA Group owns the brands PUMA, Cobra Golf and stichd. The company distributes its 

products in more than 120 countries, employs more than 13,000 people worldwide, and is headquartered in 

Herzogenaurach/Germany. 
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