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MEDIA ALERT                                                                                               
 

PUMA WELCOMES TOP WNBA PICK NALYSSA SMITH  
TO THE PUMA HOOPS FAMILY 

 
Somerville, Massachusetts – May 20, 2022 – Today, global sports company PUMA has announced 

the signing of the No. 2 overall pick from the 2022 WNBA draft NaLyssa Smith to its basketball 

roster.  

 

“I am thrilled to be joining the PUMA Hoops family and to rock PUMA both on and off the court,” 

said Smith. “PUMA’s dedication to being a champion for women athletes along with being 

disruptive in the basketball sneaker space mixing sport innovation with style made this a perfect 

fit for me. I couldn’t be more excited to start my rookie season being part of such an iconic brand 

and joining an incredible roster of PUMA Hoops athletes.” 

 

Smith graduated from Baylor in 2021, where she gained numerous accolades including the 2021 

Wade Trophy Winner, 2021 All-American first team, 2019 NCAA Champion, and 2018 McDonald’s 

All American. She started her rookie season earlier this May with the Indiana Fever adding her 

talents to PUMA’s roster of young WBNA and NBA athletes including LaMelo Ball, Breanna 

Stewart, Skylar Diggins-Smith, Deandre Ayton, Katie Lou Samuelson, RJ Barrett and more. 

 
The signing comes as PUMA continues its commitment to pushing women’s sports forward. In 

partnership with PUMA Hoops Creative Director June Ambrose, the brand officially launched its 

Women’s Hoops category in December 2021 with a basketball-inspired lifestyle collection, PUMA 

High Court, coached and designed by June Ambrose. 

 

In 2020, PUMA launched the SHE MOVES US platform, this year PUMA expanded the SHE MOVES 

US platform with a focus on its top female sports ambassadors, celebrating the women who have 
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moved sports forward to inspire other women around the world. Smith will be featured in PUMA 

Hoops campaigns and product launches tied to SHE MOVES US. 

 
### 

 
 
Media Contact: 
Melissa Garbayo – North America PR – melissa.garbayo@puma.com 
 
PUMA 
PUMA is one of the world’s leading Sports Brands, designing, developing, selling and marketing footwear, apparel and accessories. 
For more than 70 years, PUMA has relentlessly pushed sport and culture forward by creating fast products for the world’s fastest 
athletes. PUMA offers performance and sport-inspired lifestyle products in categories such as Football, Running and Training, 
Basketball, Golf, and Motorsports. It collaborates with renowned designers and brands to bring sport influences into street culture 
and fashion. The PUMA Group owns the brands PUMA, Cobra Golf and stichd. The company distributes its products in more than 120 
countries, employs more than 16,000 people worldwide, and is headquartered in Herzogenaurach/Germany. https://about.puma.com/ 
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